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more closely. Duties on alcoholic liquors are not regarded
from the point of view of revenue only, but ideas of general
social welfare are expressed by those who would make them
higher, and by those who would put them lower. Land
Taxes are advocated because they will help to create a race
of small holders, and create a " back to the land '' movement.
" Taxation for revenue only " should mean taxation with
no motive but that of attaining a sufficient revenue. But
our other motives can only be indifferent to all but the
revenue coming from our taxes, if revenue is the only effect
of the taxes. It is because one tax, producing a million,
does not cause as much waste or so great a sense of injustice
as another, producing as much, that we adopt it. If we
truly taxed for revenue only we should be quite indifferent
as between the two. We shall raise the revenue in any
case: what in truth chiefly concerns us are the effects of
raising it. The " Effects of Taxes " is the most vital ques-
tion of all, and the chief effects are economic. The prin-
ciple of economy is concerned with these very economic
effects. All that is valuable in the doctrine " Taxation for
revenue only " is secured by the principle of economy, or
nearly all. What is desirable is that taxes should be levied

(a) without checking Production;

(6) without any avoidable waste;

(c) without arousing an effective opposing force, e.g. a
sense of injustice;

'(d) without encouraging social evils.
If social weal is encouraged, or the sense of justice satisfied,
or waste eliminated, or production increased, so much the
better.   There is no likelihood of our arriving at them any
the quicker by taxing for revenue only.

But we may not go further. It is one thing to choose
our taxes and to distribute them so that there may be social
and political gains as co-products or by-products. It is
another thing to choose taxation mainly or chiefly as a
means of reform. It is indeed a very potent weapon of
social change, and there appears no good reason why it
should be neglected. But it will always be open to question
and debate, when any tax is recommended because of its